
Wicked 
problems



PLANNER, IS THAT YOU?



• Characteristics of wicked problems?

1- Complexity

2- Conflict of interests

3- Uncertainty

• Dilemmas?
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Super Wicked Problems



Swampy lowlands 

"The swampy lowlands, where 
situations are confusing messes 

incapable of technical solution and 
usually involve problems of greatest 
human concern" (Schön 1983, pg 42).
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SOURCES

Complexity

Conflict of Interests

Uncertainty



The planning project (2015)

Patsy Healey



What are the characteristics of planners?



Coping with uncertainty in planning (1985)

Karen Christensen
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Planning as practice of knowing (2015)

Simin Davoudi



Teaching planning theory as planner roles in 
urban planning education (2018)

“However, students will also experience 

that some values (theories of planning) 

are closer to their heart than others, 

which will help them to develop a theory 

of planning of their own and an identity 

as a planner, without feeling constrained 

by a particular normative perspective.”

Kristian Olesen
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